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Humulus lupulus, also known as hops, has been my focus for most of the summer. As 
I mentioned in an earlier Garden Thyme issue, I am now part of the Boiler Hops 

Team. Our team consists of five Extension Educators, six hop farmers, and four Purdue 
research specialists. In July, I had the privilege to join this amazing team on a trip to the 
Pacific Northwest to learn about the hop industry. 

Hops are mostly grown in the Yakima 
Valley of Washington and in the 
Willamette Valley of Oregon, but with the 
increase of craft breweries, there is now an 
interest and demand for local hops. Hops 
can grow in a wide range of areas, however, 
if you want to produce commercially, they 
yield best between the 45th to 38th parallels. 
The Pacific Northwest (PNW), Michigan, 
and Germany are on the 45th parallel and 
are the highest yielding areas because the 
perennial plant is photoperiod sensitive. 

Hop plants are dioecious and spread by 
rhizomes. Their growth habit is like a vine, 
but it is called a "bine" because it lacks the 
tendrils to climb. The plant must be trained 
to climb clockwise around twine on a large 
trellis system. A hop plant can grow up to 
a foot a day, reaching the ideal height of 18-20 feet by summer solstice. From April to 
mid-June, the plant is producing mostly vegetative growth, and after summer solstice, 
the plant begins to branch and produce cones (female flowers). The plants are ready to 
harvest August to September. Hops are a very labor intensive crop to grow, requiring 
hand tying of the twine, manually training the bines, and manually or mechanically 
harvesting. 

LYNDSAY’S VINE
by Lyndsay Ploehn, Agriculture & Natural Resource Extension Educator
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Indiana hop growers talking with Jason 
Perrault of Perrault Farms in Toppenish, 
Wash. This is an organic hop yard. 
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MR. MC GREGOR’S AND MRS. 
ROSENBAUM'S GARDEN
Win Some, Lose Some, and Can the Rest 
by Beverly Thevenin



While organization and planning are a necessity with 
a garden as large as the Rosenbaum’s, adaptability is 

another key to a successful harvest. 
Since the town was late with mulch this year, Ken and Debby 
used pine branches to mulch their acid-loving blueberry bushes. 
The branches were supplied by three beautiful, mature Colorado 
blue spruce that had died. They first noticed a problem last year 
with some needle loss that continued all winter until the trees 

were beyond saving. While visiting the Purdue Porter County 
Extension Facebook page, Debby noticed a post dated June 
27 about blue spruce decline. Evidently the drought of 2012 
weakened the trees, making them more susceptible to problems.
This year’s drought has created challenges as well, necessitating 
use of all the water in their 600 gallon reservoir, which normally 
lasts the season. “Although rain will fill the wicking beds, we 
haven’t had enough to do it,” Ken said. It takes 120 gallons to 
do the watering. A 4-by-8 bed takes 20 gallons a week once the 
plants are full grown, therefore they have resorted to using well 
water.
Debby reported some 
good news...  

Photo credit: Lyndsay Ploehn

Here in Indiana we have several hop farmers that have been 
growing for 3-5 years. In the Pacific Northwest, the farmers have 

been growing 
for four to seven 
generations! In 2015, 
the U.S. produced 
47,882 pounds of 
hops, with 46,633 
pounds of the total 
being produced 
in Washington, 
Oregon and Idaho. 
The industry is also 
economically viable 
as it brought in $345 
million in 2015. 

On our tour of the 
Pacific Northwest, we visited farms that are mostly 1,000+ acres. 
Here in Indiana, our largest grower is 10 acres. Even though 
the industry in the PNW is considerably ahead of us and in a 
completely different climate, we all were able to learn so much 
and network with some truly inspiring farmers. And now that 
you know a little more about hops, be sure to support your local 
breweries and inquire about the farms that grow the hops near 
you.

 

If you are interested in learning more about hops in our local 
region, please check out the Boiler Hops website and watch our 
Extension page to find out about harvest parties or hop field days 
in NWI.

(Continued from Page 1 - Lyndsay's Vine)

Male flower
Female flower 
"cones"

(Continued on Page 3)
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“Everything looks really, really good,” she 
said. The peas are still coming in, with 
22 ½ pints canned so far. The second 
planting of carrots are coming up. The 
blueberries are doing well and coming in 
slowly.
The 37 bulbs of garlic, harvested the 
beginning of July, are hanging in the 
unattached garage to cure. 
And some bad news…
They had a poor showing on the spinach 
this year. Debby was so aggravated, she 
didn’t plant a second crop and went right 
to a buckwheat cover crop. “The hot 
weather came too soon and the spinach 
bolted early,” she said. She only froze 1 ½ 
gallons this year.
They’ve picked 11 pounds of 
strawberries. Thinking there should have 
been more, they decided the bed was too 
crowded and did a major thinning.
Ken and Debby are seeing mixed 
results with the fruit trees this year. “We 
doubled the production of the Jonagold,” 
Ken said with a laugh. Last year they 
harvested three apples, this year there 
are six. The Gala has never bloomed, but 
they remain hopeful. There are quite a 
few Red Haven peaches—the biggest 
crop yet. The pears are doing well, but 
battling Japanese beetles. Debby knocks 
the beetles into a bucket with soap and 
water. “Then I leave the bucket by the 
tree,” Deb said. “The smell is supposed to 
deter more beetles from coming.” 
“We shouldn’t have any problem 
pollinating the fruit trees next year,” Ken 

happily said. “The neighbors put in two 
bee hives.”
Calendar
August
• Green beans – replant.
• Lima beans – harvest and can.
• Raspberries – harvest and freeze the 

first of two crops. This first batch will 
be small with a better crop in the fall.

• Onions - harvest, cut tops and 
bottoms off and put on racks to cure.

• Yukon Gold - harvest end of month 
once plant is dying. The potatoes 
are stored in boxes and racks in the 
attached garage. They last until late 
spring.

• Zucchini, yellow and green – harvest. 
Deb shreds the green and freezes in 2- 
cup portions for breads and muffins.

• Tomatoes – harvest and can. The 
larger cages are allowing for more air 
movement. Hoping to avoid blight this 
year.

September
• Carrots – harvest final crop.
• Beans – harvest second crop.
• Lettuce – harvest. It’s just starting to 

bolt now. Debby keeps it under row 
covers, totally closed up, which keeps 
aphids off and bunnies away. It also 
protects from the hot sun. They grow 
Slo-Bolt leaf lettuce.

• Pumpkins – harvest and can. They 
grow the original Dickinson, the type 
used by Libby before the seed was 
hybridized.

• Clean up beds and rake level.
• Pump out wicking beds if necessary.
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(Continued from Page 2 - McGregor's Garden)
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of my plants had come from family and friends, some plants 
had survived in places where others had failed, and I had to deal 
with bushes and flowers that the previous owner had scattered 
throughout the property. We were selected, but I was still very 
apprehensive. How much work would it take? Could I get it 
all done, since what happens in my gardens is all me, with no 
outside help? My husband helps with the hardscaping and mows 
the lawn, but planting and maintenance is left to me. Would 
others be inspired or disappointed by what they would see? 

What did it take? Not as much as I thought. If you are a 
gardener, you already do whatever needs to be done. You 
weed, spread the mulch, plant the annuals, and fertilize the 
perennials, just as you do every year. The Garden Walk provides 
the incentive to get it all done by a specific date and perhaps do 
something you’ve been planning to do for a while, like paint the 
garden shed! We are real people with real gardens and real lives. 
We don’t always have perfect plants—our gardens are a work in 
progress. I was able to share my triumphs and tribulations with 
our visitors, answer questions, and learn from those that were so 
willing to share their knowledge and expertise. 
If you have a garden you love, conquered an outdoor space, or 
know of someone who has a little piece of paradise tucked into 
their yard, please contact us here with your nominations. We 
are always on the lookout for gardens that provide inspiration 
and ideas, educate gardeners, and allow others to enjoy what 
you have accomplished. Remember, some of the best gardens 
are hidden from those passing by. We need YOU to recommend 
gardens for future Garden Walks.
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GARDEN WALK 2017  
NEEDS YOU!
by Marcia Carson

The 2016 Garden Walk 
was a great success! Nearly 
500 visitors enjoyed a 
“secret garden” under 
a huge oak tree, an 
English sculpted garden, 
potted plants on decks 
overlooking a ravine, a 
path meandering through 
a variety of perennials, a hidden gazebo, a vegetable garden and 
a variety of sun and shade flower beds. All of the gardens were 
lovely and unique, inspiring us with a multitude of ideas for our 
own outdoor spaces. 
When approached last summer about featuring our home 
gardens, I was quite sure everyone would be disappointed in 
what they would see—in my mind, our yard is not spectacular. 
It’s a collection of plants that have proven to be survivors: they 
have survived the clay, deer, rabbits and raccoons. They have 

also survived inconsistent care, lack of water, and questionable 
practices through the years. I know I love my gardens, but my 
husband and sister both said “really, they are nice but…?” When 
the committee came to preview the gardens, I related that many 

http://www.pcgarden.info/contact-us/


In the pursuit of naming plants that cross our paths, I thought 
you might like to know about some Internet applications 

(apps) available. I use one called Like That Garden, but there are 
several others to be found in the Google Play store or the Apple 
iTunes app store. My niece recently asked for help with a plant 
identification, sending an image by text and engaging in the 
following dialog.

“Hi Aunt Bonnie. Can you identify 
this plant for me? I’m helping restore 
some beds around (her local) school. 
We’re not sure whether to keep or 
pull it. It’s just starting to flower, but 
no one recognizes it.” 

(1) I saved the attachment and 
uploaded it to the app. The app 
returned an analysis naming nine 

possible identifications. I rejected 
several and suggested to my niece 
that she search Google images for 
the three that looked most likely. 
(2) She returned this image from 
the Cleveland Botanical Garden, 
which I then loaded into the app, 
and confirmed. She stated the 
plant had begun to bloom and felt 
this was the correct identification.

(3) This is a screenshot from the app, which 
confirms Blue False Indigo. Selecting 
“More Info” takes you to Wikipedia 
(https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baptisia_
australis). 

My niece concluded to keep it in the 
landscape. She also selected another garden 
app called My Garden Answers, which is 
similar. Check out these apps for ease of 
narrowing your search, and know that you 
will need to verify from outside sources.
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THE TOOL SHED
Half-Moon Edger
by Kristine Sandrick

When we finished 
our new driveway 

last year and sat back 
to consider the swale 
the town wanted, my 
husband had a bright 
idea that made me 
cringe. “Grass,” he 
said. “No way,” I said. 
“I’ll be keeping it out 
of the flowerbed for 
as long as we live in 
this house.” Well, at 
least I won’t be at a 
loss for things to do. 

I did manage to find a “no-mow, low grow” mix at the local garden 
center. The grass reaches 10-12 inches then falls over to one 
side. It’s great for the swale because it’s green and requires little 
attention—quite a contrast to a river rock bed that would have 
collected leaves, twigs, and bits of paper. And to keep a nice edge 

between grass and 
mulch, I’ll use my 
handy-dandy half-
moon edger.

You can find a long 
wooden-handled 
edger for about $20 
at a local big box. 

Sharpen the edge with a file to give it a nice cutting blade, wet the 
ground to make it easier to cut and push the long-handled tool’s 
steel semi-circle into the grass, following the line of the flower bed. 
After that, make another angled cut from the bed into that first line 
and, voila!–you’ve got a grassy wedge to remove and use elsewhere, 
if needed. And you’ll have a gap a little too wide for grass tendrils 
to cross. Oh, sure, they will fill in that space over time, but I used 
the half-moon once a year to keep a clean border.

Some gardeners swear by a spade or a sod cutter. The half-moon 
edger works best for me.

JUST NAME IT
Naming Plants That Cross Our Paths
by Bonnie Girton

1

2

3

Photo credit: Kristine Sandrick

https://www.likethatapps.com/LikeThatGarden/
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baptisia_australis
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baptisia_australis
http://www.gardenanswers.com/


If you attended 
the July meeting 

of the Porter 
County Master 
Gardeners, you 
had the pleasure 
of seeing pictures 
and hearing a 
presentation about 
the new “informal 
and inviting” 
patio setting of the 
Ask the Master 
Gardener (AAMG) 
booth. AAMG 
coordinator, 
Jim Beversdorf, 
introduced 
members to 

this new format he and Lyndsay Ploehn, Extension Educator, 
envisioned and created for this year’s Porter County Fair. New, 
large banners now pop with color and show Master Gardeners in 
action. (Thank you, Nancy Rosene, our graphic arts specialist). 
Relaxing lawn chairs, surrounded by plants, books, and a 
computer for research, invite fairgoers to ask their gardening 
questions.  “All this,” as Jim said, “is in our continued efforts to 
help others grow.”

Now, we would like you to meet the AAMG booth coordinator, 
Jim Beversdorf.

How long have you been a Master Gardener?
After I retired from the pastoral ministry in 2006, my wife and I 
used 2007 to develop Lutheran Marriage Encounter weekends in 
five congregations in Indiana. When that ended, I was wondering 
what to do in retirement.

I had taken two courses at Ivy Tech relating to Microsoft Office 
but I did not see any place to use those skills. I was already 65 
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VOLUNTEER SPOT
Jim Beversdorf, Ask a Master Gardener 
Booth Coordinator
by Suzanna Tudor

years of age.  I was using photography as an interest and hobby 
mostly for personal use.

Finally I looked back to what I enjoy doing. I recalled my 
experience on our small family dairy farm in Wisconsin and my 
experience with Forestry and managing our 65-acre tree farm 
until we sold it in 2007.

So I looked into the Master Gardener training. It was not offered 
in Porter County in 2008, so I enrolled in LaPorte County in the 
Fall of 2008 and completed it that year.

I knew about Porter County Master Gardeners and went to 
the December 2008 meeting and talked with the president, 
Sue Spelde, about joining. So I began in January of 2009 with 
PCMGA.

Thus I have been a Master Gardener for eight years.

In what capacities have 
you served PCMGA since 
becoming a Master Gardener?
• Nominating Committee in 

2009, my first year in the 
PCMGA

• PCMGA Board as a new 
Master Gardener in 2010, 
and second year as a 
member of  PCMGA

• Budget Committee in 
2010, also attended in 
2011 

• Gardening Show 2010-2016: seed and bulb area, photography 
and judge, presented Basics of Pruning Trees and Shrubs

• Tree Sale 2009, 2010, 2011, and 2015
• Photographer for the Bioblitz for two days, 2009
• Docent at Taltree
• Volunteer at DNR Parks and Reservoirs booth at the Indiana 

State Fair and helped remove invasive plants from Thomas 
Jefferson Nature Area

• Garden Walk 2010–prepared the grounds at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church and worked at the 2011, 2013 and 2016 
Garden Walks

(Continued on Page 7)
Photo credit: Gerry Lehmann / Nancy Rosene



• PCMGA Fair booth 2010, 2013, 2015 and 2016
• Master Gardener Hot Line 2010 and 2011 
• Strategic Planning, Appropriations, and Finance Committee 

2010 and 2011
• PCMGA representative on the Valparaiso Parks Fit City 

Council 2011 to 2013—the first year specifically to help 
Megan Own of Valparaiso Parks develop the guidelines for 
their Community Garden 

• PCMGA president 2014
• Philanthropy Committee 2015
• Ask A Master Gardener Booth Coordinator 2015 - Present
• Member Publicity and Promotion committee 2015 - Present

What do you find most challenging in your role as Coordinator 
of the AAMG booth (finding people to volunteer during the fair 
maybe?)   
YES

And what do you find the most rewarding as you volunteer for 
PCMG?
Meeting and working with people who care about plants, learning 
with them, and working with them.

How long have you lived in Valparaiso and what was your 
occupation?
My wife and I moved to Valparaiso in January 2001. We have lived 
here over 15 years and like it. We bought our first home here and 
plan to spend our retirement here.

I grew up as a farm kid, studied for the holy ministry, served with 
my wife and family in the Philippines as missionaries for 12 years, 
then returned to the States and served as a Lutheran Pastor until I 
retired in 2006.

Family? Names, wife, children, grandchildren?
My grandparents were dairy farmers as was my dad until he died 
in 1965 when I had just begun study at Concordia Seminary. My 
mother sold the farm and continued teaching until her retirement. 
She came to live with us five years ago. She has dementia and is 
now 97 years of age.

I met my wife while she and I were in separate colleges—our 
teams played each other, and we met on a blind date. Bonnie 
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also grew up on a farm in northern Illinois and studied to be 
a Lutheran Elementary Teacher. She taught for several years 
before also getting her certification to be a Deaconess. She was 
called to serve at Immanuel Lutheran—this time I followed her 
(that is how we got to Valparaiso)—serving from 2001 until her 
retirement 4 years ago.

We were blessed with four sons: Martin (deceased in 2015 from 
cancer) who was married to Katarina Teguh from Indonesia for 
17 years. Their son Caleb is almost 11. Mother and son live in 
Mundelein, Ill.

Michael studied abroad in Germany for a year while in college 
and met Jaana Aronen from Finland. They will be married 21 
years the end of July.  They have two daughters: Hanna and 
Thelma. The family lives in Tampare, Finland.

Matthew met his wife in college; they now live and work in 
Tempe, Ariz. They 
have two young 
daughters, Emma 
and Eleanor.

Melvin met his wife 
Jackie Brook in 
college. They have 
six young children: 
Mabel, Gabriel, 
Sebastian, Charlette, 
Pearl, and Willa 
Minne. He teaches 
3rd and 4th grades 
in a Lutheran school 
in Milwaukee; they 
live in Burlington, 
Wis.

We have 11 
grandchildren: 3 
grandsons and 8 
granddaughters.

What would PCMG members be the most surprised to know about 
your other hobbies or interests?
Christian missions and the work of the Church is still my major 
interest, and I like to support it as best I can. 

Master Gardening is one way I can also help care for and enjoy 
God’s creation.

Photo credit: Suzanna Tudor

(Continued from Page 6 - Volunteer Spot)
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Brian Kanyer is 
the kind of guy 

you want as a co-
worker at the Ask 
a Master Gardener 
booth. He’s warm, 
engaging, helpful 
and kind-hearted. 
Sounds like a Boy 
Scout, but he said 
he’s more of a 
Renaissance man.
His first job 
was on the 
grounds crew 
for a local golf 
course, where he became 
interested in turf. He earned an undergraduate degree in 
natural resources management from Ball State University and a 
master's in forestry from the University of Montana.
But when he graduated, Brian found the market was tight for 
forestry jobs so he learned physical 
therapy, and for more than 30 years 
now he’s been working on other types 
of limbs. 
The Kanyers live in Long Beach, which 
is deer country—much to the chagrin of 
many gardeners. 
“I had a garden but it’s now a bocce ball 
court,” Brian said. “There were three 
fawns this morning on our lawn—
they eat everything. But we do have 
some flowers and evergreens, mostly 
spirea, peony, hydrangea and rhododendron, burning bushes, 
boxwood.”  

He took the Master Gardener class because he’s cutting back on 
work, and the program is allowing him to get back to his love 
for nature.
“We had a great class,” he said. “We had fun, laughs and that 
was important, but also the knowledge and having a guest 
lecturer every week. Learning a bunch of cool stuff with your 
friends—it doesn’t get much better than that. Now I’m figuring 
out how to apply it throughout the community as well as any 
other jobs as I cut back on my PT hours.”
Brian is still working part time in PT at Porter Regional 
Hospital and is also “the grounds guy in Long Beach—
pruning, planting, mulching.” He said as he’s trying to retire 

he’s busier than ever 
with biking, being 
outdoors and playing 
guitar. He even sang 
and played guitar for 
his fellow interns at 
class.
When asked if he 
has any advice for 
gardeners, Brian 
said, “Perseverance. 
Not everybody has a 

green thumb—this summer has been so dry—
do some background. Educate yourself on what you’re doing so 
you have a plan, then stick with it.”

MEET A MASTER GARDENER
Brian Kanyer 
by Kristine Sandrick

Photo credit: Nancy Rosene

Brian Kanyer, MG Intern Class of 2016

MG Intern Class 2016

"Learning a bunch of cool stuff with your 
friends-it doesn't get much better than that"



The Lake Bluff 
Bird Sanctuary 
is also home to 
another Michigan 
Champion tree, 
a Sycamore 
Maple Acer 
pseudoplatanus. 
At last 
measurement, the 
Sycamore Maple 
was 53 feet high 
with a 54-foot 
crown spread. 
What a delight to 
see, and the views 
of Lake Michigan 
are awesome. 
Here are links 
for further 
information:
Manistee County 
- Things to Do

Manistee's Lake Bluff Bird 
Sanctuary
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When you think of Giant Sequoia trees, you usually picture 
them in California, right? Wrong. There is one growing 

in our neighboring state, Michigan—what a surprise! Our 
son found this tree a couple of years ago while searching for 

sites to see near 
our cottage in 
Michigan. Now 
on visits to the 
cottage, he likes to 
get a picture each 
year of his little 
girl by the tree to 
gauge the growth 
of both.  
This 100-foot 
tall Michigan 
Champion at age 
67, still a “baby” 
in Sequoia years, 
began as a six-
inch sapling. This 
Sequoiadendron 
giganteum, along 
with five others, 
were brought 
to their present 
location from 
California by M.E. 
and Gertrude 

Gray in 1949. In 1988 the Grays gifted their property to the 
Audubon Society, which is now known as the Lake Bluff Bird 
Sanctuary, located in Manistee, Mich. 
According to their website, “this 72-acre site sets upon high, 
sandy bluffs that overlook Lake Michigan. Here you can view 
over 150 different varieties of shrubs and trees–not all of which 
are native to Michigan.” 

MORE CHAMPION TREES
by Suzanna Tudor

Photo credit: Suzanna Tudor

Long-range view of Giant Sequoia

http://www.visitmanisteecounty.com/things-to-do-manistee-county/lake-bluff-bird-sanctuary
http://www.visitmanisteecounty.com/things-to-do-manistee-county/lake-bluff-bird-sanctuary
http://www.visitmanisteemichigan.com/stories/michigan_audubon_society_lake_bluff_center_wildlife_bird_sanctuary_manistee_west_michigan
http://www.visitmanisteemichigan.com/stories/michigan_audubon_society_lake_bluff_center_wildlife_bird_sanctuary_manistee_west_michigan
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Salade Nicoise is a delicious way to serve a summer dinner 
from the garden.  

Of course, any vegetables that are ready for harvesting can be 
substituted for the classic ingredients.  
Healthy, delicious alternatives to anchovies are grilled salmon, 
tuna, shrimp or sardines.

Dressing:
• 1 teaspoon tarragon vinegar
• 1 tablespoon freshly squeezed lemon juice
• ½ teaspoon Dijon mustard
• ½ clove garlic, grated or minced
• ¼ cup extra virgin olive oil
• Salt and freshly ground pepper

Salad:
• 10 Bibb lettuce leaves

• 6 fresh basil leaves, shredded
• 4 ounces green beans, blanched in salted water, refreshed 

in ice water then drained
• 6 baby red potatoes, boiled until tender and sliced
• 6 cherry tomatoes, halved
• 3 artichoke hearts, cooked and sliced
• 1 small red onion, sliced very thinly and separated into 

rings
• Handful of Nicoise or Kalamata olives
• 2 hard-cooked eggs, peeled and quartered
• 3 or 4 anchovy filets
• Salt and pepper

Directions
For the dressing: 
Grate garlic into a medium bowl. Add vinegar and lemon 
juice and allow to sit for 15 minutes.  Then add mustard, 
salt and pepper and stir.  Whisk in the oil, adding it in a thin 
stream to create an emulsified dressing.
Taste and season additionally to suit your taste.

Directions
For the salad: 
Have all ingredients prepped before salad assembly.  
Toss the lettuce and shredded basil with a bit of the dressing.  
Arrange the lettuce on a platter.
Toss the green beans, potatoes, tomatoes and artichokes with 
dressing and arrange them on the lettuce.
Scatter the onions and olives over the salad. Arrange the eggs 
and anchovies on top. Drizzle any remaining dressing over the 
salad.  Season with a little salt and pepper if needed.
Serves 2

Photo credit: Foter.com

ReciBEEs
From Our

Gardeners

by Jill Kilhefner, RD, CD
Registered Dietitian and Advanced Master Gardener

CLASSIC SALADE NICOISE



Hillebrand. A botanist as well as a doctor, William and his 
wife planted and protected the magnificent trees we now see 
towering overhead in this mind-blowing garden. Right in the 
middle of Honolulu, the garden is touted as being a mecca for 
rare and endangered tropical species. Honestly though, it is 
the trees that are awe inspiring. Twenty-four gold-label trees, 
designated as exceptional, live here. From the entrance, we 
made a wide circle to see heliconias and gingers, a collection of 
orchids in their natural setting, a palm garden, living fossils in 
the Prehistoric Glen, a conservatory, and the colorful Butterfly 
Garden. But like I said, despite the fact "arboretum" is not in 
the title, come to this garden to gaze up at the trees.

Lyon Arboretum 
Rain greeted us at 
the Lyon Arboretum 
in the Mānoa 
Valley. This 194-
acre arboretum is 
an active research 
facility (University 
of Hawaii at 
Mānoa) with 5,000 
tropical plant 
species. It was no 
wonder we ran 
into rain. The 
garden gets 165 
inches per year. 
The brochure 
said, “The more 
adventurous hiker can 
explore the upper grounds,” 
and the map indicated 
Mānoa Falls straight ahead! 
Gee, how could we resist. 
Away we went, up and up 
and up. More water comes 
out of my kitchen faucet, but oh what spectacular vegetation 
along the way! Many plants and trees are carefully labeled, 
making it an excellent academic resource. Do visit Lyon 
Arboretum—but be sure 
and take an umbrella.
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GARDEN WANDERER
Gardens of Oahu
by Nancy Rosene

The Island 
Oahu, which 
means “gathering 
place” in the 
native Polynesian 
language, ‘Ōlelo 
Hawai’i, certainly 
befits its name. 
It is the third 
largest of the 
Hawaiian Islands, but has two-thirds the total population of 
the island chain. The state capital, Honolulu, dominates the 
south shore, and the Honolulu International Airport brings in 
thousands of tourists to add to the population that is nearing 
1,000,000 people. For the most part, the island is a crowded, 
bustling volcanic mass in the Pacific Ocean. 
With 1,500 plus people per square mile, you wouldn’t think 
there would be many places to find native tropical tranquility. 
But we gardeners know all the angles when it comes to finding 
peaceful, botanical retreats. My family’s recent trip to Oahu 

was no exception. When 
you visit the island, and 
you absolutely need to 
do this at least once in 
your lifetime, forget the 
crowded beaches, but 
don’t miss these gorgeous 
scenic botanical spots (in 
order of our visits):

Foster Botanical Garden 
In 1853, either she did 
her research or Queen 
Kalama was really 
lucky to have leased 
several acres of prime 
Oahu land to William 

Photo credit: Nancy Rosene

Foster Botanical Garden

Lyon Arboretum

(Continued on Page 12)



Waimea Valley – This storied place on Oahu’s north 
shore is culturally significant. Despite many interesting 
evolutions—home to 
an entertainment theme 
park at one point—you 
immediately sense the 
life force of the many 
Kings, Chiefs and High 
Priests who lived and 
ruled in the Valley. The 
brochure said, “Signs of 
this early existence are 
still present in the park, 
including the Hale O 
Lono Heiau (temple 
dedicated to the 
god Lono), Kauhale 
Kahiko (traditional 
living site), and Lo’i 
(agricultural terraced walls) believed to be hundreds of years 
old.” Another extreme tropical botanical collection grows 
within this garden with 41 well-defined zones. And, this 
time the waterfall was lovely. Well worth the hike, as were the 
other water features in the park. Don’t be surprised if you are 
greeted by ukulele-playing natives as you explore, or skilled 
basket weavers around that next bend. A sacred valley that just 
happens to have a world-class botanical garden.
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Ho’omaluhia Botanical Garden – Next stop was Ho’omaluhia 
Botanical Garden. If you are looking for a well-manicured 
garden, don’t come to Ho’omaluhia. This garden is where 
visitors come to get a feel for what Hawaii was like before 
Captain Cook set foot in 1776. You would never know it was 
created in conjunction with the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers 
to provide flood protection. With Ko’olau Mountain as a 
backdrop, the garden lives up to its name—Ho’omaluhia means 
“make a place of peace and tranquility.” Four hundred acres of 
rain forest trees and shrubs from the tropics of the world are 
spread throughout.  

The garden/park is environment incarnate, and because 
they welcome community groups, I’m sure it makes a huge 
awareness impact. When we weren’t dodging the raindrops, 
we were enjoying the antics of a group of school children 
communing with nature on a beautiful day.   

Photo credit: Nancy Rosene

Ho'omaluhia Botanical Garden

Waimea Valley

(Continued from Page 11 - Garden Wanderer)



NATIVE AMERICAN GARDENING
What: Native American heirloom gardener, Cindy Deardorff, 
will be on hand to share her knowledge of many historic 
varieties of Native American plants.  She specializes in 
growing and processing these plants in traditional ways.
Where: Buckley Homestead
When: Aug. 13, Noon to 4 p.m. 
Info: Lake County Parks

PRAIRIE FLOWERS HIKE
What: Travel through the prairie-scape to learn about 
wildflowers and how to identify them
Where: Taltree Arboretum & Gardens
When: Aug. 20, 1 p.m. - 3 p.m. 
Info: http://www.taltree.org/venue/taltree-arboretum-gardens/

GARDEN DESIGN AND PLANTS CLASS
What: Kerry Ann Mendez, expert gardener, speaker and 
author, will be teaching a special garden design and plants 
class before The Grand Garden Show.
Where: The Grand Hotel on Mackinac Island, Northern Mich.
When: Aug. 28, 1 p.m. - 4 p.m. EST 
Info: Kerry Ann Mendez, 207-502-7228 or www.pyours.com,  
and The Grand Garden Show for registration

PARTNERS WITH NATURE
What: 6th Biennial Native Plant Symposium, Gibson Woods 
Wild Ones
Where: St. John Township Community Center, 1515 W. 
Lincoln Highway, Schererville, Ind.
When: Sep. 24, 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Info: http://www.gw-wildones.org/symposium---shows.html
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OPPORTUNITIES

Volunteer
GARDEN CLEANUP DAY AT VNA 
HOSPICE CENTER 
What: Help revitalize the VNA Hospice 
Garden - weeding and pruning 
Where: Visiting Nurse Association 
Hospice Center, 2404 Valparaiso St., Valparaiso, Ind. 
When: Friday, Aug, 5, 8:30 a.m. 
Info: Marty Seroczynski, martymulcher@comcast.net

STATE FAIR - ASK A MASTER GARDENER BOOTH 
What: Register for a shift (or two) in this year's Plant Info to 
Go booth at the 2016 Indiana State Fair 
Where: Purdue Extension Ag Hort  Building, State 
Fairgrounds 
When: Aug. 5 through Aug. 21, 5-hour shifts daily, 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. and 2 p.m. - 7 p.m. 
Info: Contact Lyndsay Ploehn, lploehn@purdue.edu or call  
219-465-3555

Educational 
PURDUE RAINSCAPING 
EDUCATION PROGRAM 2016
What: This workshop will teach master gardeners, landscape 
professionals, and agency staff how to promote community 
awareness and education for bioretention/rain garden 
planning, installation, and maintenance. 
Where: Merrillville Stormwater Resource Center, 7404 
Broadway, Merrillville, Ind.
When: Aug. 30-31, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Contacts: Nikky Witkowski, nikky@purdue.edu, 219-755-3240; 
Julie Duttlinger, julie.duttlinger@iaswcd.org, 219-663-7042; 
John Orick, orick@purdue.edu, 765-496-7956; Kara Salazar, 
salazark@purdue.edu, 765-496-1070

The Porter County Master Gardeners Association (PCMGA) is a not-for-profit corporation that promotes the education and pleasure  
of gardening in cooperation with Purdue University Cooperative Extension Service in Porter County, Indiana. For information about the Porter 

County Master Gardeners Association, please visit www.pcgarden.info.

Equal Opportunity Statement
It is the policy of the Purdue University Cooperative Extension Service that 
all persons have equal opportunity and access to its educational programs, 
services, activities, and facilities without regard to race, religion, color, sex, age, 
national origin or ancestry, marital status, parental status, sexual orientation, 
disability or status as a veteran. Purdue University is an Affirmative Action 
institution. This material may be available in alternative formats.

Volunteer / Educational
To publish volunteer or education opportunities in our newsletter, 
please contact nrosene@icloud.com.
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