
There is a new group of people who want to become Master Gardeners! Seven students are from Porter County 
and twenty from LaPorte County. Interviews occurred before the class started and during the break with many 

of the gardeners. In conversation, it became apparent that there is a 
wide variety of age groups and many reasons for being enrolled.  

Several cited the reason for taking the Master Gardener class is their 
love of gardening. One has a commercial interest, while another hopes 
to find out why grass is patchy under her maples despite frequent 
plantings. Two people signed up at the county fair; others said that they 
had wanted to take the class last year. Another person wants to know 
how to revitalize four acres of yard. 

One class member from Porter County, Jennifer Jones, missed a session 
for a very good cause—she was in North Carolina helping with hurricane 
relief efforts. The class reports that some of the most interesting things 
they have learned so far is chemistry of soil 
and pallet gardening. A mother and daughter 
plan to get involved in the Master Gardener 

Association after the course. All are welcome and encouraged to join in!   

There seems to be a lot of energy and enthusiasm with this new class observes Gene 
Matzat, who is coordinating the class. 

For the Fall 2018 Master Gardener class, Porter and LaPorte Counties joined forces 
for training. It all began September 6 and ends December 6. Classes are held for 
three hours and offer a wide array of information regarding horticulture and land-
scape design. After completing the course in order to become a certified Master  
Gardener, graduates must volunteer for at least 35 hours within two years. To re-
main active, Purdue Master Gardeners continue to volunteer at least 12 hours and 
earn six hours of approved training each year.       continued on page 7... 
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Let us be grateful to people who make us happy; 
they are the charming gardeners                        

who make our souls blossom.   
~ Marcel Proust 

Eugene Matzat, LaPorte County Extension 
Educator, teaches the Class of 2018 

Meet the Newest Master Gardener Class  
By Julie Goetz 
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All It Takes Is  
a Little Help 
from Friends 
Group Effort Enhances 

VNA Hospice Landscape 

By Suzanna Tudor 
PCMGA Class of 2002 

Written as a press release by Suzanna Tudor in 2011,                    
edited for Garden Thyme   

Members of the PCMGA have put their motto, "helping 
others grow" into action over the last 8 years. In 2011 
VNA Hospice Center requested help with their grounds. 
Member Marty Seroczynski answered that call, and 
with a little help from her friends, they began weeding 
and pruning. During the summer they shared their 
planting visions for the courtyard and surrounding    
area. They applied for and received a PCMGA commu-
nity garden grant, and purchased plants. In 2012, Four   
Seasons donated sedum, fineline buckthorne and 
knockout roses. Now they needed money for mulch!  

Charlotte Friedlund heard about the need and had a 
thought. “I had just lost a friend and fellow Beta    
Gamma Upsilon sorority sister, Laurene Wilson, who 
was a patient there," said Friedlund. "I knew Laurene's 
family had asked for donations to be made to the cen-
ter, and that they would be collecting money in her 
memory.” Friedlund called her daughter, Morgan 
Casteel, PCMGA and Beta Gamma member, and asked 
her if she would contact the president, Marilyn 
Splitgerber regarding the need for mulch. They decided 
to fund the mulch with the donations!   

Maria Galka, who was the Development Director of 
VNA says she appreciated the master gardener's       
expertise and hard work which created a beautiful and 
sustainable space. “The garden is so important to all 
our patients and their families who come to visit,"   
Galka added. "They can go out there in good weather 
and enjoy the serenity of the fountain and flowers. It's 

so calming.” 

The "VNA Landscape Team," a title given to the         
volunteers when given "The Extra Mile Award" at their      
annual meeting by PCMGA President Kathy Van Arsdel, 
shared heartwarming stories that occurred while at 
VNA. “As we worked outside, so many of the workers 
came up and thanked us for our efforts”, added        
Seroczynski. "A nurse told us that one of the patients 
asked to be taken outside and was so happy to be 
there.”  

The VNA Landscape Team has now completed eight 
years of service, with many of the original volunteers 
and some new ones. “We would be hard pressed to 
find someone who hasn't had a friend or relative in 
hospice," said Seroczynski. "We know why we are 
there. It's not just [volunteer] hours for most of us, so 
the work continues.”  

 

VNA Landscape Team  Description:  Marilyn Splitgerber,  Beta 
Gamma Upsilon President, gives Laurene Wilson memorial 
check to Martha 'Marty' Seroczynski ,PCMGA.   
Front from left:  Morgan Casteel, PCMGA and BGU, Marty 
Seroczynski, Marilyn Splitgerber.  
2nd Row:  Maria Galka, Development Director, VNA and VNA 
Hospice of Porter County, Judy Engle, PCMGA; Diana       
Poffinbarger, PCMGA; Charlotte Friedlund, PCMGA, Kathy 
Ruble, PCMGA; Beth Ann Brewer, BGU; Barb Sierra, BGU  3rd 
Row:  Dan Ruggaber, Keith Friedlund, Jack Potter, all PCMGA 
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My Spring Trip to Charleston, South Carolina 
To see the Garden Tour 

By Julie Goetz 
LCMGA Class of 2015 

 

Last April 17-24 I took a trip with three friends 
to Charleston, South Carolina to go on 
the Glorious Garden Tour of eight incredible 
gardens. This is available only from March 15-
April 20, 2019 on Fridays from 2-5 p.m. The 
cost is $50, and if you are interested, tickets 
should be ordered early (January or February) 
to be sure that they don’t sell out. Call for 
more information 843-722-3405 or 843-720-1199. 

You can stroll leisurely through eight gardens 
plus a wine reception in the garden of the Nathaniel Russell House Museum from 4-5 p.m. Guides are stationed 
at each location to provide information about garden design, plant material and history. Not all plants are     
labeled, but the docents are knowledgeable about common plant names. Colorful blooms were found in many 
of the spring gardens, while others display elegant, limited palettes of green and white. Scale and proportion 
are deftly used to compliment each house, whether it boasts a small courtyard space or a long series of garden 
rooms. Some of the gardens are well known for their landscape design. It gives a person lots of ideas.   

We also walked all over the city, took a carriage ride with an interesting guide telling us about the history of 
the area, visited a plantation, experienced Uber for the first time (it was very easy to use), tried the local food, 
and went on a boat tour to Fort Sumter. It was a beautiful trip, and I want to go back again.     

Julie and her friends enjoy the Glorious Gardens Tour. 
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The word hummus is an Arabic word meaning “chickpea.” Hummus is a Levantine Arab 
dip or spread that is made from chickpeas (also known as garbanzo beans) that have 
been cooked and mashed, then blended with tahini (a paste made from sesame seeds).  

Chickpeas are a vegetable that have been cultivated throughout the Middle East and 
India for thousands of years. It is thought that they grew in the gardens of Babylon. 

Despite the fact that the exact known origin of hummus is unclear, the chickpea was 
consumed in ancient Palestine, and was one of the earliest crops in Mesopotamia, as 
well as a common food on the streets of ancient Rome.  

It is also known that the ancient Greek philosophers Plato and Socrates made reference 
to the nutritional value of hummus in 
their writings. Ancient recipes for 
hummus have also been discovered.  

So this fall, try a recipe for pumpkin-        
flavored hummus and join antiquity 
with this healthy and tasty treat! 

 

Savory Pumpkin Hummus 
INGREDIENTS 
1 (14 oz.) can of chickpeas, drained and rinsed 
2/3 cup pumpkin puree, not pie filling 
2 tablespoons tahini 
2 cloves of garlic 
1 lemon juiced (2 tablespoons) 
1 ½ tablespoon extra virgin olive oil 
½ teaspoon cumin 
½ teaspoon salt 
¼ teaspoon ground cinnamon 
¼ teaspoon paprika 
Water, if needed 
Garnish with (optional) chopped parsley, sesame seeds, paprika, or 
extra virgin olive oil 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Place all ingredients into a food processor and blend until smooth 
and creamy, scraping down the sides as needed. 
2. Add more olive oil or water if it’s too thick. 
3. Taste and adjust seasonings. 
4. Place the savory pumpkin hummus in a shallow bowl, drizzle with 
extra virgin olive oil, garnish with sesame seeds, chopped parsley and 
paprika. 
5. Serve immediately or cover and refrigerate for up to 4 days. 
6. Yields 2 cups of hummus. Enjoy!! 
 
Pair it with pita bread, crackers, or veggie sticks and you have a       
delicious snack or appetizer ready in no time. Takes 5 minutes to prep. 

3 

By Shari Zavala 
PCMGA Class of 2017 

Featured in 
Garden Thyme Nov 2018 
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Recibees 
By Shari Zavala 
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For example, we took an old wire corn crib and turned   
it into a garden gazebo. The railings leading into the        
gazebo are made from cow stanchions, and the light   
fixtures were part of the milking machines. The flower 
boxes around the outside were grain conveyor elevator 
boxes. These are just a few examples of fun we’ve had. 

The gazebo has really been a blessing to us because we 
fashioned a large round table inside where 15 adults can 
sit. Our entire family can gather there, and conversation 
at a round table is so much easier than a long rectangu-
lar table!  

So, let your imagination run, and find something to     
repurpose. One of the best things about gardening and 
repurposing is that some things work, some things don’t,   

 and that’s OK! 

Repurposing 
By LuAnn Troxel 

PCMGA Class of 2003 
 

My husband and I live on the “home place” where 
my husband grew up on a small dairy farm. In fact, 
we joke that he just moved across the hall when we 
got married. But after 33 years of milking cows, in 
October of 2016, we sold our dairy cows. Although 
this was a difficult decision for us, it has allowed us 
time to develop something we have come to really 
enjoy—repurposing! 

We have barns full of old farm stuff. (One person’s 
junk is another person’s treasure, right?) Of course,  
I want to turn anything into a flower planter. But       
repurposing can be anything.  

Tire 
garden 

Milk can 
planter Repurposed bench 

and high chair 

Milk  
can 

spilled 
milk 

Grain drill garden 

Old wire corn crib—BEFORE Old wire corn crib—AFTER 
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You Win Some; You Lose Some 

featuring your Fellow Master Gardeners! 

We’ve all had our share of successes in our gardens, but just because we are Master Gardeners doesn’t mean 
we never make mistakes. Or, as Janet K. Phillips said “There are no gardening mistakes, only experiments!” 

Here are a few experiments we are sharing with you – some successful and others:  not so much.  
By Marcia Carson 

PCMGA Class of 2012 

This 'Happy Face’ Pink Paradise Potentilla (Potentilla fruticosa 
'Kupinpa') a Proven Winners selection was to be so pretty 
with the Japanese Blood Grass and my Tiny Wine Ninebark. 
Well as you can see the plant has not exactly performed up to 
expectations. Nothing happy about it this year! I 
will wait to see what it looks like in the spring be-
fore deciding if I need to replace it.  ~ Sue Spelde 

Oops! For best results put cages over your Dahlias 
when you plant them.  Otherwise, you end up with 
a mess like this! ~ Suzanna Tudor   

The highlight of my gardening year is this ‘Queen of the 
Night’ night blooming cereus, epiphyllum oxypetalum. 
I’ve had it 18 years and on August 8th, it bloomed for 
the first time! It took about 4 hours from start to finish, 
the flower being fully open for only an hour. The smell 
is so sweet, like that of a stargazer lily. ~ Bill Storey 

My sunflowers were a suc-
cessful experiment, and this 
is what I ended up with! 
The grandchildren have to 
use a ladder to reach the 
flowers, and the birds love 
them. ~ Debbie McCormick  

Yeah! In contrast, 
my zinnias were 
picture worthy!     
~ Suzanna Tudor 

http://www.pcgarden.info


Just because it’s the end of summer and you want to go 
away for a long weekend doesn’t mean the “Million Bells” 
that you planted in a small candle holder will survive with-
out water. I’ve learned from my mistake - either stay home 
or take them to a plant sitter. ~ Marcia Carson 

Lesson learned! Don’t plant native asters and goldenrod 
next to your porch door. By the middle of August there will 
be so many pollinators you’ll have to use another door to 
get in the house! ~ Marcia Carson 

My five year old thyme was beautiful all year long, but in 
late August it all turned brown! My suspicion is that the 
shallow root system of the thyme, along with its tight knit 
top growth of the creeping plants did not tolerate the super 
hot days we had this summer. This garden occupies a 15-
foot space between the south-facing house and the resi-
dential street so it gets a lot of reflected heat in addition to 
direct sunlight. What do you think? 

There are signs that it is greening up in October. But unless I 
trim it back to one inch tall and clean the debris out it will 
never look as lush and vibrant as it was. ~ Gerry Lehmann 

www.pcgarden.info          
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...continued from page 6 You Win Some; You Lose Some 

For a one year fix, I threw out some seeds to fill in 
where we tore out eight shrubs. By summer’s end, 
the zinnias were taller than me!  ~ Wilma Willard 
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By Wilma Willard 

PCMGA Class of 2011 
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Any  

current   
Master     

Gardener  
is welcome  

to visit  
this class. 

Please 
 call Tina 
DeWitt  

prior to a 
visit.  

219-324-9407 

If interested 
in taking    

the Master     
Gardener 

course          
in the future, 

please      
contact the 
following 
Purdue     

Extension  
Offices for 

information 
and dates   

for the     
next          

opportunity. 

Porter    
County      

219-465-3555 

LaPorte 
County 

219-324-9407 

...continued from page 1 Meet the Newest Master Gardeners 

From week to week, students at the Fall 2018 
LaPorte County/Porter County Master Gardeners 
class gain valuable knowledge for themselves and 
those they will share it throughout their lives. 

1. How does weather affect fall color? 

2. One acre of forest can shed as much as __ tons of 

leaves each fall? 

3. How many people suffer shoulder, neck, and back   

injuries attributed to leaf disposal every year? 

4. A 200 pound person can burn 409 calories in __ 

minutes of raking leaves? 

5. A mature, healthy tree can have 200,000 leaves.      

During __ years of life, such a tree would grow and 

shed 3,600 pounds of leaves. 

6. What state currently has 20 cities that have banned 

leaf blowers because of noise? 

7. What is the ideal size leaf rake that suits most people? 

8. For leaping, the optimal size 

for a leaf pile is 3 feet tall by 

__ wide? 

1) The most brilliant color displays are brought on by warm, 

sunny days and cool nights.  Rain and overcast days reduce 

light intensity and, in turn, color, by limiting photosynthe-

sis. 2) Two 3) 28,000 4) 60 5) 60 6) CA 7) 24” 8) 6’ 

ANSWERS: 

QUESTIONS: 

http://www.pcgarden.info


The Porter County Master Gardeners Association (PCMGA) is a not-for-profit corporation that promotes the education and pleasure of gardening 
in cooperation with Purdue University Cooperative Extension Service in Porter County, Indiana.  Please visit www.pcgarden.info         Page 9 

Boxwood Blight Found in Indiana 
By Lindsey A Purcell                                  October 18, 2018 
https://extension.purdue.edu/article/30945       Press Release 
The DNR Division of Entomology & Plant Pathology has discovered that a ship-
ment of boxwood plants infected with boxwood blight was shipped to Indiana    
in May. 

This is important because boxwood blight (Calonectria pseudonaviculata) is a 
fungal disease that infests members of the popular Buxaceae family, and is    
often transported through the nursery trade. Hosts include Buxus (boxwood), 
Pachysandra (Japanese spurge) and Sarcococca (sweetbox). 

In total, 23 stores in Indiana received infected material in early spring 
(particularly “Graham Blandy” cultivar), and it’s possible that members of the 
public inadvertently purchased some plants. 

The fungus, which can lay dormant in drier conditions, can be found on all    
above-ground portions of the plant and presents itself as dark leaf spots. It    
causes rapid defoliation, which typically starts on the bottom of the plant         
and moves toward the top. This fungal pathogen can move through sporula-
tion in water and from dropped leaves. As a result, infection can spread to 
surrounding plants from a single infected plant. 

If you suspect one of your plants shows signs and symptoms of boxwood 
blight, please call (866) NO EXOTIC (866-663-9684) use the information 
at dnr.IN.gov/entomolo.  For more information on this pathogen see the 
following link extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/BP/BP-203-W.pdf 

A DNR inspector found the plants at a national chain home and garden store 
in early October. The shipment originated at a nursery in Oregon. It was also 
sent to stores in 11 other states. Upon confirmation of boxwood blight on 
these plants by the Purdue Plant and Pest Diagnostic Lab, the DNR required 
that the chain remove all boxwood from their shelves for disposal and that 
the stores mitigate the area through disinfection to ensure that the patho-
gen is no longer present and able to infect further shipments of plants. 

The DNR is currently surveying for boxwood blight in Indiana. To date, the DNR 
has not found the pathogen, except for a few interceptions like this one. 

To view all DNR news releases, please see dnr.IN.gov. 

Resources: 
Boxwood Blight Found in Indiana, full Landscape Report 
Boxwood Blight, The Education Store, Purdue Resources 
Tom Creswell, Clinical Engagement Associate Professor 
Purdue Botany and Plant Pathology 
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Newsletter Team 

Marcia Carson, Coordinator 

Suzanna Tudor, Editor 

Wilma Willard, Designer  
 

Earn volunteer hours for contributing to the newsletter; 

contact the Extension Office for more information.  

219-465-3555  

SPEAKER NEEDED:  
Come to the Vale of Paradise Garden Club 
and speak for 30 minutes about a gardening 
topic of your choice. Speakers are needed for 
March or April of 2019 or after July 2019. The 
Vale of Paradise Garden Club meets the 
first Thursday of the month at 10:30 a.m. at 
Sunset Hill Farm County Park. If interested in 
speaking, contact Linda Dingee at 219-531-
2335 or email at wdingee@mac.com  
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